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APPARATUS FOR PRnp^I CT PROMOTTON 



The present invention relates to an apparatus for product promotion. 

It is known to promote products by way of printed advertisements in newspapers, 
magazines or the like. Such advertisements may include a coupon for the reader to 
cut out and use to obtain a discount when next purchasing the advertised product. 

The problem with this type of product promotion is that the consumer my forget to 
cut out the coupon from the newspaper or magazine. If he or she does cut it out, he 
or she may lose the coupon, or may forget to produce the coupon when purchasing 
the product. 

The present invention provides apparatus for the promotion of a product, comprising 
means for di^laying an advertisement of a product, and means for dispensing a 
discount coupon for the advertised product. 

The means for displaying an advertisement preferably can display a plurality of 
advertisements and the means for dispensing preferably can dispense a correq,onding 
plurality of coupons. 

Typically, the apparatus is located in, or close to the store in which the product can 
be purchased. For instance, the apparatus may be located at in-store customer help 
^.mts, at the end of shopping aisles or preferably attached to the customer's shopping 
trolley or basket. Altemattvely, the apparatus may be a hand-held device which the 
customer is given upon entry into the store. 

Preferably, the adverti^ment displayed by the apparams is accompanied by an 
mdication of where the advertised product can be purchased and in panicular where 
the product is located in the store. 



Preferably, the means for displaying an advertisement of a product responds to a 
control means to change the advertisement it di^lays. For example, the means for 
di^laying may comprise an electronic di^Iay screen which displays a visual 
advertisement on the screen in response to signals from a control means such as a 
microprocessor, which generates the advertisements. 

The apparatus may include a signal receiver to receive trigger signals from locations 
around the store, instructing the control means to generate an advertisement for a 
product nearby. In this way, the advertisement draws the customer's attention to the 
product, its location in store, and provides the customer with the q>tion of purchasing 
the product at a discount, using a discount coupon dispensed by the apparatus. 

Preferably the means for dispensing a discount coupon can generate a plurality of 
different coupons. For example, it may include means for printing the discount 
coupon, under the control of a control means, so that a number of different coupons 
can be generated and printed for different products. The printing means could also 
print other promotional literature such as a promotional recipe. 

In a preferred embodiment, the apparatus further comprises means for identifving_a 
product selected by the customer for purchase. Such means might typically be a bar- 
code reader or scanner. Preferably, the bar-code reader generates a signal, in 
response to reading the bar-code of a certain product, for the control means to 
advertise a related product and offer the customer a discount coupon for that related 
product. Preferably, the advertisement is accompanieu by uidication of where die 
advertised product is located in-store. 

Embodiments of the present invention will now be described, by way of example. 



In a first embodiment, the apparatus in its simplest form comprises a display, 
advertising one or more products and a dispenser for dispensing pre-printed discount 



coupons for obtaining a discount on the advertised product. In this embodiment, the 
apparatus would typically be permanently located at a position in or near the store 
where the advertised product may be purchased. 

In a second embodiment, the apparatus is electronically operated and includes an 
electronic display screen for displaying advenisements. The apparatus includes a 
battery and internal control means, such as a micrc^rocessor, to control the display 
screen. The, control means may be pre-programmed for displaying pre-determined 
advertisements stored in memory. In this case the memory would be 
reprogrammable. 



Alternatively, the apparatus may include means to receive external signals, such as 
radio or infra red signals, which instruct the control means to generate advertisements 
for certain products. Such externa] signals may be transmitted on a nationwide or 
store basis or from individual locations within the store adjacent to the product to be 
advertised. 



In this embodiment, the apparatus includes a printer for priming a discount coupon 
for the advertised product. The printer may automatically prim a discoum coupon 
when the advertisement is displayed on screen, but preferably the apparatus prompts 
the customer to push a button to print and dispense a discount coupon when a product 
is advertised. 



The apparatus may be at a fixed location within die store, but preferably is attached 
to the customers shopping trolley or basket. For instance, the apparatus could be 
housed within a unit mounted on or integral with the trolley handle so that the display 
is positioned conveniently for catching the eye of the customer. The apparatus could 
be adapted for blind or partially sighted customers by incorporating a speaker to 
advertise the product using sounds. Head phones could also be used in conjunction 
with the apparatus. 



In a third and preferred embodiment, the apparatus includes a bar-code reader in 
addition to an electronic display screen and coupon printer and dispenser. Such user- 
operable bar-code readers are known and are typically provided in a hand held 
arrangement and used in conjunction with a di^tay screen which displays the price 
of the product corresponding to the bar code which has been read, and also provides 
the customer widi a running total of all products which have been selected and 
scanned. In this embodiment, the apparatus utilises the same display screen which is 
used for the bar-code reader, for advertisement of another product. 

Accordingly, the apparatus is programmed to re^nd, when certain products are 
scanned using the bar-code reader, to generate an advertisement for other products 
which might be of interest to the customer. A discount coupon for the second product 
may be printed and dispensed at the option of the customer. 

Preferably, the advertisement, generated in response to the bar-code of a first product 
being scanned by the customer, is for a second product which is associated with the 
first product. For instance, if the first product, selected by the customer, is chicken, 
the advertisement may be for stuffing, gravy granules or the like. Similarly, if the 
first product is washing powder, the advertisement may be for a stain remover, fabric 
conditioner and so on. In each case, the customer is offered a discount coupon for 
the second product which is printed by a printer integral with the apparatus. 

The skilled person will appreciate that the apparatus incorporating electronic di^lay 
and control means could be used as a tool in other forms of ^^roduct promotion. For 
instance, die apparatus could be used for generating a recipe, incorporating a selected 
product, thus advertising other products forming pan of the recipe. A discount 
coupon for these other products might also be offered to the customer. 

A bar code and scanning system with related product promotion has been described. 
The bar code reader or scanner when reading a bar code raises the individual price 



and running total. Within the unit is a screen which may be the same screen as 
displays the price or may be a separate screen, which displays an advertisement of 
goods, either related or associated with the product i.e. if the bar code for chicken is 
read or scanned then the unit would generate an advert for stuffing, stock cubes, 
gravy granules or simply a promotional advert for a particular product associated or 
non-associated. It also incorporates a coupon voucher dispenser issuing a single or 
multiple coupons for discounts or special promotions for that product or any line 
whichever is chosen. In turn the unit has a simple dispenser of coupons, single or 
multiple, or alternatively it could have an integrated printer, with the option of 
printing out a voucher at point of sale, either laser, ink bubble or thermal. Whilst bar 
codes or goods are not being scanned the unit could facilitate special promotions not 
necessarily associated with whatever has been scanned or read. This in turn could 
also be used for display of recipes incorporating store products with the option of 
having them printed at point of sale if required. It may be built as an integrated unit 
with all the aforementioned facilities to be stationed at strategic points in the store or 
another option is to be buiii into a trolley or supermarket cart housed in a purpose 
built handle or on the main frame or sub frame of the actual trolley. 

Many variations and modifications may be made to the described embodiments and 
it is intended to include all such variations and modifications as. fall within the scope 
of the invention. 



CLAIMS: 



1 . Apparatus for the promotion of a product, comprising means for displaying an 
advertisement of a product, and means for dispensing a discount coupon for the 
advertised product. 

2. Apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein said means for displaying an 
advertisement is adapted to di^lay a plurality of advertisements. 

3. Apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein the means for dispensing a discount 
coupon is adapted to dispense a plurality of coupons corre^ondsng to the plurality 
of advertisements which it is adapted to display. 

4. Apparatus as claimed in claim 2 or claim 3, further comprising control means 
for changing the advertisement di^layed by the displaying means. 

5. Apparatus as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the displaying means 
comprises an electronic display screen which displays an advertisement on die screen 
in reqjonse to signals from an electronic control means which generates the 
advertisement for display. 

6. Apparatus as claimed in claim 5, fiirther including a receiver, adapted to 
receive trigger signals from external locations, the trigger signals instructing the 
control means to generate an advenisement in response to the trigger signal. 

7. Apparatus as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the means for 
dispensing a discount coupon is adapted to generate and dispense a plurality of 
different coupons. 



8. 



Apparatus as claimed in claim 7, including means for printing the discount 



coupon, under the control of a control means, so that a number of different coupons 
can be generated and printed. 



9. Apparatus as claimed in any preceding claim, further comprising means for 
identifying a selected product, such as a bar code reader or scanner, the means for 
identifying a product being adapted to generate a signal, in response to the 
identification of a product, such as reading the bar code of a certain product, the 
control means generating an advertisement of a different product in re^onse to the 
signal. 

10. Apparatus as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the apparatus is 
portable. 

1 1 - Apparatus for product promotion substantially as hereinbefore described and 
according to any one of the embodiments. 
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